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FOREWORD 

The  facts  listed  in  this  book  were  printed  after  eighteen 
years  of  research.  They  were  printed  not  to  oiTend  any- 
one but  as  true  historical  facts  and  public  record  as  I 
found  them.  My  intent  was  that  the  children  of  Letha 
Blackburn  and  their  descendants  would  know  their 
family  background.  Her  life  only  reflects  the  life  of 
those  before  her  and  those  who  have  and  will  come 
after  her.  She  was  looking  for  the  two  most  important 
things  in  life  which  we  all  search  for^  love  and  security. 
Life  gave  her  love  and  also  took  it  away  from  her,  and 
life  gave  her  security  in  the  love  of  her  children.  Her 
life  was  not  always  an  easy  one  and  not  always  a  hard 
one,  it  is  not  much  different  than  the  life  some  people 
face  even  today.  Her  understanding  of  life  and  her  faith 
in  a  life  to  come  is  what  made  her  great  to  us.  From  this 
understanding  she  passed  onto  us  a  guideline  to  live 
by.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  grandchildren  and  their 
children  will  have  a  better  understanding  of  her  and 
her  children  because  in  years  to  come  they  will  face 
the  same  problems  that  Letha  Blackburn  faced  in  life. 


LINE  OF  ASCENT  OF 
LETHA  MAY  BLACKBURN 

Elijah  Henry  1808  - 1883 

Letha  May  Blackburn  was  the  Great  Grand  Daughter 
of  Elijah  Henry.  Little  is  known  of  him.  It  is  believed 
that  he  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1808.  His  oldest  son, 
Elisha  Henry,  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Kentucky 
in  1827.  It  is  therefore  assumed  that  he  was  born  and 
lived  part  of  his  life  in  Kentucky.  His  second  son, 
Thomas  Henry,  was  born  in  Switzerland  County,  In- 
diana in  1831.  From  Switzerland  County  the  family 
moved  to  Clinton  County  and  on  July  3,  1883,  Elijah 
Henry  died  there.  He  is  buried  with  his  eldest  son  at 
Liberty  Chapel  Cemetery,  Groomsville,  Indiana.  Chil- 
dren of  Elijah  Henry  were:  Elisha,  Thomas,  John  and 
James. 

Thomas  Henry  1831-1911 

Thomas  Henry  was  born  in  Switzerland  County,  Indi- 
ana July  8,  1831.  He  was  married  at  Frankfort,  Indiana 
to  Sarah  Ann  Bradburn  June  21,  1853.  A  description  of 
Thomas  Henry,  given  by  his  granddaughter,  Letha,  was 
that  he  was  short,  fair  complected,  with  light  hair  and 
blue  eyes.  In  his  later  years  he  lived  with  his  daughter, 
Caroline,  at  Kempton,  Indiana.  He  died  at  Kempton, 
Indiana  in  1911.  Sarah  Ann  Bradburn,  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  Indiana  November  14,  1832 
and  died  at  Tipton  County,  Indiana  July  26,  1903.  Both 
Sarah  and  Thomas  Henry  were  buried  in  Liberty 
Chapel  Cemetery,  Groomsville,  Indiana.  Children  of 
Thomas  Henry  were:  Mary  Elizabeth,  Martha  Ann, 
Caroline,  Elijah,  Sarah  Ann,  Noah,  John,  Rose  Etta  and 
Rose  Anna. 

Caroline  Henry  1859-1944 

Caroline  Henry,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Henry, 
was  born  in  Tipton  County,  Indiana  October  21,  1859. 
Caroline's  first  marriage  was  to  a  Rev.  Williams.  To 
this  union  one  child  was  born  which  later  died.  Little 
is  known  about  this  marriage  but  according  to  records 
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at  the  Clinton  County  court  house  he  disappeared  and 
he  was  later  declared  legally  dead.  She  later  married 
James  Allen  Blackburn.  James  Blackburn  died  near  the 
turn  of  the  century,  and  many  years  later,  Caroline 
married  Peter  Roe.  Caroline  died  at  Atlanta,  Indiana 
October  31,  1944.  She  is  buried  with  her  daughter, 
Sarah,  at  Liberty  Chapel  Cemetery,  Groomsville,  Indi- 
ana. Children  of  Caroline  and  James  Blackburn  were: 
Arthur,  William,  Wilbur,  Myrtle,  Sarah,  Jasper,  Ann, 
Letha,  Hershel  and  Ernest. 

Letha  May  Blackburn  1891  - 1960 

Letha  May  Blackburn  was  born  in  Tipton  County, 
Indiana  April  27,  1891.  She  was  the  eighth  child  of 
Caroline  Henry  and  James  Blackburn.  She  lived  all  her 
childhood  in  and  around  Kcmpton,  Indiana  and  she 
attended  grade  school  there.  When  she  was  approxi- 
mately six  years  old,  her  father  died  in  1897.  The  death 
of  her  father  left  a  lasting  impression  on  her.  Her 
mother,  Caroline  Henry  Blackburn,  now  a  widow  with 
several  small  children  took  a  position  as  housekeeper  . 

to  support  and  rear  her  children.  Most  of  the  family  j 

was  stricken  by  a  diphtheria  epidemic  in  1901.  Two  of  ■ 

Letha's  brothers,  Hershel  and  Ernest  died,  and  Letha  i 

and  Ann  were  left  with  severe  ear  damage  from  this.  i 

Letha  grew  up  in  a  family  of  close  ties.  She  often  spoke 
in  her  late  years  of  the  closeness  of  her  and  her  sisters, 
Myrtle,  Sarah  and  Annie.  Myrtle,  the  oldest,  married 
first  and  died  in  childbirth  at  nineteen.  Here  again,  the  \ 

death  of  her  eldest  sister,  who  was  a  very  religious  | 

woman,  left  a  lasting  effect  on  Letha.  At  the  age  of  i 

fourteen  Letha  took  a  job  as  hired  girl  working  on  a  j 

farm  for  fifty  cents  a  week  with  room  and  board.  i 

In  1908  Letha  married  William  Comer;  this  marriage  j 

was  later  annulled.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  met  and  i 

married  Leroy  Curtis  Wells  in  1910,  at  Tipton,  Indiana.  ; 

She  bore  him  at  least  two  stillborn  children  in  the  be- 
ginning, one  of  which  was  given  the  name  of  Ethel 
Wells.  The  first  child  to  survive  childbirth  was  Naomi 
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Letha  May  Blackburn  1891-1960 


Portrait  of  Letha  Blackburn  Miller  painted  by 
Tushio  Fultuda  in  1957 


Frances  Wells,  born  January  1913.  An  ailing  infant,  she 
died  a  few  months  later  of  whooping  cough.  Children 
of  Leroy  Curtis  Wells  and  Letha  Blackburn  were: 

Naomi  Frances  Wells        b.  Jan.  1913  d.  1913 
Garnet  Leon  Wells  b.  Mar.  28, 1914 

Juanita  Gertrude  Wells     b.  Nov.  10,  1915 

Letha  and  Leroy  Wells  were  divorced  in  1920. 


Leroy  Curtis  Wells  1881  - 1949 

Leroy  Curtis  Wells  was  born  in  Howard  County,  Indi- 
ana in  1881.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Wells  and 
Martha  Phillips.  After  his  divorce  from  Letha  Black- 
burn he  never  married  again.  He  died  at  Lafayette,  In- 
diana February  23,  1949. 

[51 
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After  her  divorce,  leaving  her  two  children  in  the 
custody  of  her  former  husband,  she  moved  to  Kemp- 
ton,  Indiana.  In  September  1921  she  married  Joseph 
Elmer  Freeman  at  Gas  City,  Indiana.  While  living  in 
Gas  City,  Indiana  she  worked  at  the  Owen's  Glass  Co. 
as  a  mold  cleaner.  During  their  marriage  they  lived  in 
Gas  City,  Kokomo,  Kempton  and  Ottcrbein,  Indiana. 
After  her  marriage  to  Joseph  Freeman  her  two  children 
again  came  to  live  with  her.  These  were  happy  years 
for  Letha  and  she  spent  much  of  her  time  with  the 
family  of  Joseph  Freeman.  Children  born  to  this  union 
were: 

Marguerite  Isabelle  Freeman  b.  Apr.  22,  1923 

Joseph  Elmer  Freeman,  Jr.  b.  Sept.  23,  1924 

Phyllis  Jean  Freeman  b.  Oct.  27,  1926 

Georgianna  Freeman  b.  Jan.  8,  1929 

On  July  13,  1929  Joseph  Freeman  left  for  work  like 
any  other  morning,  kissing  his  wife  and  children  good- 
bye. He  never  returned  home  alive.  On  that  fatal  day 
he  left  his  regular  job  as  a  railroad  employee  on  the 
right  of  way,  and  went  over  to  help  a  nearby  highway 
survey  crew  at  a  bridge  near  Templeton,  Indiana. 
While  he  worked  on  this  bridge,  a  car  struck  him.  He 
died  that  night  at  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital  in  Lafayette, 
Indiana.  Letha  was  now  a  widow  with  six  children. 

She  stated  that  on  the  night  he  died  she  returned  home 
not  knowing  what  to  do  next.  With  the  children  in 
bed,  she  went  to  a  library  table  containing  pictures 
of  her  years  with  him.  She  looked  at  them  and  begged 
for  guidance  for  the  days  to  come,-  she  was  so  alone. 

To  support  her  children  after  his  death  she  had  to  take 
in  roomers.  One  of  these  men  was  John  Alvin  Miller, 
a  fellow  employee  of  Joseph  Freeman.  A  court  settle- 
ment gave  her  money,  some  of  it  designated  in  trust 
for  the  children  of  Joseph  Freeman. 


[7] 
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Joseph  Elmer  Freeman  1890  - 1929 

Joseph  Elmer  Freeman  was  born  in  Warren  County, 
Indiana  March  12,  1890.  He  was  the  son  of  George 
Washington  Burtus  Freeman  and  Synthia  Josephine 
Christy.  He  died  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  July  13,  1929. 
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On  March  21,  1930  she  married  John  Alvin  Miller  at 
Fowler,  Indiana.  At  the  age  of  42  she  bore  him  his  first 
child,  Lavenia  Miller,  who  died  at  birth.  Letha  nearly 
died  at  this  time.  Evidently  what  saved  her  was  the 
thought  of  her  six  children  who  would  be  left  alone. 
She  said  that,  during  her  illness,  it  seemed  there  was  a 
veil  over  her  face  but  through  it  she  could  see  only  the 
faces  of  her  children.  She  lived  to  bear  him  three  more 
children.  Children  of  this  union  were: 

Lavenia  Miller  b.  Sept.  1932  d.  Sept.  1932 

James  Alfred  Miller  b.  Feb.  2,  1934 

Robert  Harold  Miller  b.  Apr.  10,  1935 

Donna  Dean  Miller  b.  Feb.  5,  1937 

After  living  many  years  in  Otterbein,  Indiana  Letha 
moved  with  her  family  to  Lafayette,  Indiana  in  1943. 
Here,  for  the  rest  of  her  life  she  raised  her  children,  see- 
ing them  marry  and  giving  her  many  grand  children. 
She  was  divorced  from  John  Miller  in  1952.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  First  Church  of  God  in  Lafayette, 
Indiana. 

On  November  24,  1960,  after  being  rushed  to  St.  Eliza- 
beth Hospital  with  a  heart  attack,  she  died.  Her  funeral 
was  at  Hippensteel  Funeral  Home.  She  was  laid  to  rest 
at  Rest  Haven  Memorial  Park  in  a  grave  given  by  her 
daughter,  Phyllis.  Eleven  years  have  passed  since  that 
day,  but  Letha  Blackburn  Wells  Freeman  Miller  is  not 
forgotten. 


[10] 
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John  Alvin  I\liller  1906  - 1959 

John  Alvin  Miller  was  born  in  Monon,  Indiana  Octo- 
ber 27,  1906.  He  was  the  son  of  Alfred  Clarence  Miller 
and  Jessie  Louetta  Peregrine.  After  his  divorce  from 
Letha  Blackburn  in  1952,  he  married  Verna  Jenkins 
Yarno  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  August  15,  1953.  He  died 
at  Lafayette,  Indiana  June  22,  1959. 

[11] 


^     g 
CO   C3 


TO 


5 
o 

X 


p 

I 

H 


LU 

a: 

o. 

o 

> 
<c 
o 


evj 
cr> 
oo 


en 


o:: 


LlJ  ' 


OO 
UJ 


Csl 

CXD 

OO 


C3 

OO 


C3    — 


OO     2 


OO 

CO 


CM 

OO 


cc 


o 


UJ 

UJ     ^ 
Q_      i_ 


O 


OO 
OO 


1— t 

OO 


CM 

to 


OO 

OO 


QC 


UJ 
Q- 


oo 
OO 


-I  ^ 


O 

z 

UJ 


E        ^ 


q: 


U3 

CO 

ro 

at 

cn 

en 

1— 1 

ID 

en 

o 

c: 

^r 

r~. 

' 

03 

OO 

OO 

c^ 

>- 

oc 

9~-i 

OH 

CD 

cr> 

1 — 1 

UJ 

O) 

UJ 

^t^ 

1 

1 

O:: 

c: 

«3 

— 1 

3 

=d 

UJ 

O) 

> 

^ 

Z 

.^_ 

— 1 

ca 

z: 

Q 

~  ^ 

c: 

S 

CO 

=J 

UJ 

u_ 

zc 

CD 

> 

E 

<a: 

E 

— 1 

o 

E 

CO 

1— 1 

OO 

CD 

OO 

r— « 

1-H 

1 

f 

.—1 

OO 

CO 

s 

OO 

c 

OO 

»— H 

w. 

t— 1 

>- 

>- 

=3 
JD 

oc 

z 

ca 

_    UJ 

UJ 

n: 

m 

3; 

CO 

-C 

ac 

<c 

CO 

< 

s 

CO 

o 

OO 

03 

CO     ^ 
CO*  l2< 

^    E 


5 


en 

OO 
OO 

>- 


o 

cc 

CJ> 


03 

:*: 

c_> 

•a: 

I 

OO 

<: 

OO 


to 
en 


en 

OO 


cc: 

ID 
CQ 

<c 

CO 


?^  i  c 

ill 

Z    UJ   — J 

§    E    E 


in 

CD 


o 

UJ 

o 

X 

UJ 
CJ 

>- 
z 
< 


s 

S 

O 
O 

t— 

>N 

O) 

or 

TO 

2 

UJ 
CO 

X 

(-) 

a: 

1= 

h 

z 
o 


o 


CO 

CJ> 


CO 
UJ 


en 

CO 

en 


CO 

CO 

CD 


><i 


f 


^■\ 


\ 


^.•aim  Tin    niuriiiii 


Tii'irft  >i  rn'f  ii  I  m   Ini  tuM 


William  Miller 


T«-^ 


c 


'  ir/  •.• 


•^-s- 


4 

I*  ■'■»iii.-„.  .J 


Minerva  Miller 


r 


/ 


^  j^ 


i 


\\ 


■mmAMha 


hiin—  HI  hi •^■■■'^ 


i^iit'  ~  =!iltiMli'ii  M. 


£.^uA..s»'s 


Albian  Miller 
Lucy  Nutter  Miller 


r 


'M 


U 


t.' 


Alfred  Miller  (rifjht) 
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Jessie  L.  Peregrine  Miller 


CHILDREN  OF 
LETHA  MAY  BLACKBURN 

Garnet  Leon  Wells  1914- 

Garnet  Leon  Wells  is  the  eldest  living  child  of  Letha 
Blackburn  and  Leroy  Wells.  He  was  born  at  Tipton, 
Indiana  on  March  28,  1914.  He  was  graduated  from 
Otterbein  High  School.  He  married  Eleanore  Myrtle 
Wilson  at  Otterbein,  Indiana  on  May  25,  1937.  Chil- 
dren of  this  union  were: 

Max  Edward  Wells  b.  Aug.  13,  1938 

Connie  Mae  Wells  b.  Oct.  26,  1 945 

Mary  Ellen  Wells  b.  Apr.  7,  1 948 

Marcia  Elaine  Wells        b.  Apr.  7,  1948 

Eleanore  Wilson  Wells  died  at  Tuscola,  111.  December 
II,  1961.  Garnet  married  Irene  Mary  Sage  Siple  at  La- 
fayette, Indiana  Sept.  25,  1965. 

Juanita  Gertrude  Wells  1915- 

Juanita  Gertrude  Wells  was  the  last  child  of  Leroy 
Curtis  Wells  and  Letha  Blackburn.  She  was  born  at 
Tipton,  Indiana  November  10, 1915.  She  was  graduated 
from  Otterbein  High  School.  She  married  Harold  David 
Grosser  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  December  15,  1935.  To 
this  union  the  following  children  were  born: 
Richard  Harold  Grosser  b.  Oct.  4,  1938 
Terry  Wayne  Grosser  b.  Mar.  27,  1946 

Marguerite  Isabelle  Freeman  1923- 

Marguerite  Isabelle  Freeman  is  the  first  child  of  Joseph 
Freeman  and  Letha  Blackburn  Wells.  She  was  born  at 
Otterbein,  Indiana  April  22,  1923.  She  graduated  from 
Otterbein  High  School  and  on  September  20,  1941  at 
Otterbein,  Indiana  she  married  Oren  Allen  Sosbe.  To 
this  union  the  following  child  was  born: 

Sharon  Ann  Sosbe  b.  Sept.  14,  1944 

She  later  divorced  Oren  Sosbe  and  on  July  20,  1947  at 
Lafayette,  Indiana  she  married  Eugene  Edward  Wilson. 
Children  of  this  union  were: 

Jeanne  Lynn  Wilson       b.  Nov.  16,  1948 
Jacquelyn  Sue  Wilson      b.  Mar.  26,  1950 
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Joseph  Elmer  Freeman,  Jr.  1924- 

Joseph  Elmer  Freeman,  Jr.  was  the  only  son  of  Letha 
Blackburn  and  Joseph  Elmer  Freeman,  Sr.  He  was  born 
at  Kempton,  Indiana  September  23,  1924.  He  attended 
school  at  Otterbein,  Indiana.  In  World  War  II  he  served 
in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Europe.  He  married  Mary  Lou 
Eckhart  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  August  15,  1946.  Chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were: 

Michael  Lamont  Freeman  b.  May  30,  1947 

Judy  Jo  Freeman  b.  Mar.  28,  1950 

Naomi  Frances  Freeman  b.  Nov.  5,  1951 

Joseph  Freeman  and  Mary  Lou  Eckhart  were  divorced. 

Phyllis  Jean  Freeman  1926- 

Phyllis  Jean  Freeman  was  the  third  child  of  Joseph 
Freeman  and  Letha  Blackburn.  She  was  born  at  Gas 
City,  Indiana  October  27,  1926.  She  attended  grade 
school  at  Otterbein,  Indiana  and  attended  Jefferson 
High  School  at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  She  married  Robert 
William  Andrews  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  February  7, 
1947.  To  this  union  the  following  child  was  born: 

Gail  Lynn  Andrews       b.  Nov.  29,  1949 

She  divorced  Robert  Andrews  February  7,  1950.  She 
married  Lloyd  Benson  Fry  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  April 
1 1, 1952.  To  this  union  the  following  child  was  born : 

Sharon  Jean  Fry       b.  Dec.  3 1 ,  1 953 

Lloyd  Benson  Fry  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident  near 
Centerville,  Indiana  December  25,  1956.  After  being  a 
widow  with  two  children  for  almost  two  years  she 
married  Melvin  Eugene  Leming  at  Georgetown,  Illinois 
June  7,  1958.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were 
born: 

Melodie  Elaine  Leming       b.  June  1 1 ,  1 959 
Lisa  Kaye  Leming  b.  May  19,  1961 
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Georgianiia  Freeman  1929- 

Georgianna  Freeman  is  the  last  child  of  Letha  Black- 
burn and  Joseph  Freeman.  She  was  born  at  Otterbein, 
Indiana  January  8,  1929.  She  attended  school  at  Otter- 
bein  and  at  Jefferson  High  School,  Lafayette,  Indiana. 
On  February  3,  1946  at  Lafayette,  Indiana  she  married 
Paul  Lavern  Jordan.  Children  of  this  union  were: 

Dennis  Paul  Jordan  b.  July  21, 1948 

Vickie  Sue  Jordan  b.  Oct.  15,  1951 

d.  Dec.  7,  1951 

Joyce  Diane  Jordan  b.  Aug.  11, 1954 

Robert  Joseph  Jordan  b.  May  12, 1960 

James  Alfred  Miller  1934- 

James  Alfred  Miller,  the  eldest  son  of  Letha  Blackburn 
and  John  Alvin  Miller,  was  born  at  Otterbein,  Indiana 
February  2,  1934.  There,  he  spent  his  early  childhood 
and  attended  three  years  of  school.  When  he  was  nine 
years  old  the  family  moved  to  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Here 
he  was  graduated  from  Jefferson  High  School  and  at- 
tended one  semester  of  college  at  Purdue  University. 
He  was  drafted  in  the  Army,  July  13,  1956  and  served 
18  months  in  Korea,  with  the  2nd  Engineer  Group 
stationed  near  Seoul.  During  the  time  in  the  far  east 
he  traveled  on  leave  in  Japan.  He  returned  home  in 
1958  and,  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  1959,  he 
moved  to  Los  Angeles,  California.  Here  he  attended 
two  and  a  half  years  at  Los  Angeles  City  College.  In 
1963  he  traveled  to  Mexico  City  and  also  toured  Yuca- 
tan. In  1964  he  traveled  to  Europe,  visiting  Denmark, 
where  he  saw  King  Frederick  IX  and  Queen  Ingrid.  { 

From  Denmark  he  went   on   to  Holland,   England,  ] 

France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  In  1966  he  toured  the  [ 

Middle  East  including  Egypt,  Jordan,  Israel  and  Turkey.  j 

In  1970  he  returned  to  Europe  and  visited  Belgium,  Ger- 
many, Austria,  Italy,  Switzerland,  France,  Holland  and 
England.  While  in  Rome  he  had  an  audience  with  His 
Holiness,  Pope  Paul  VI.  Paradoxically— in  view  of  the 
family  lineage  of  multi-marriages  and  abundant  off- 
spring—James Alfred  Miller  has  remained  a  bachelor, 
with  no  issue. 
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Robert  Harold  Miller  1935- 

Robert  Harold  Miller  was  the  second  son  of  Letha 
Blackburn  and  John  Miller.  He  was  born  at  Otterbein, 
Indiana  April  10,  1935.  He  attended  school  at  Otterbein 
and  Lafayette,  Indiana.  He  was  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and 
saw  action  in  Korea  during  the  Korean  War.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Martha  Mohr  May  28,  1954  at  Lafayette, 
Indiana.  They  were  later  divorced.  He  married  Axie 
Cox  at  Attica,  Indiana  in  1960.  One  child  was  born  to 
this  union,  she  was  given  the  name  Aletha.  Letha 
Blackburn  had  requested  that  none  of  her  grandchil- 
dren bear  her  name.  This  request  was  honored  but  in 
her  memory  Robert  named  his  daughter  Aletha,  the 
nearest  possible  to  the  name  of  his  mother. 

Aletha  Jane  Miller      b.  May  16,  1961 

Axie  had  one  child  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Robert 
Miller;  this  child  was  adopted  by  Robert  and  given  the 
family  name  of  Miller.  Her  name  now  is  Georgia  Diane 
Miller.  Since  she  is  not  direct  blood  line  from  Letha 
Blackburn  Miller  her  name  is  not  listed  with  the  grand- 
j  children. 
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Donna  Dean  Miller  1937- 


Donna  Dean  Miller  was  the  last  child  of  Letha  May 
Blackburn  and  John  A.  Miller.  She  was  born  at  Otter- 
bein, Indiana  February  5,  1937.  She  attended  school  at 
(  Lafayette,  Indiana,  where  she  grew  up.  January  I,  1953 

I  '  she  married  Elmer  Franklin  Howerton  at  Lafayette, 

I  Indiana.  To  this  union  the  following  children  were 

bom: 

!  Darlena  Kay  Howerton  b.  May  21,  1953 

Janyce  Elaine  Howerton  b.  Apr.  25,  1955 

Elmer  Franklin  Howerton,  Jr.  b.  Apr.  4,  1956 

Kelly  Diane  Howerton  b.  Aug.  13,  I960 

Donna  and  Elmer  Howerton  were  divorced  July  16, 
1968.  On  August  25,  1968  Donna  Miller  Howerton 
married  Lowell  Edward  Godden  at  Cleveland,  Tenn. 
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GRAND  CHILDREN  OF 
LETHA  MAY  BLACKBURN 

(Wells  -  Freeman  -  Miller) 

MAX  EDWARD  AVELLS  b.  Aug.  13, 1938 

m.  Gail  Marie  Frede  Jan.  28, 1961 

CONNIE  MAE  WELLS  b.  Oct.  26, 1945 

m.  Jesse  Calvin  Stockton,  Jr.  May  7, 1966 

MARY  ELLEN  WELLS  b.  Apr.  7, 1948 

MARCIA  ELAINE  \^^ELLS  b.  Apr.  7, 1948 

m.  Gary  Martin  Cauble  June  14, 1969 

RICHARD  HAROLD  GROSSER  b.  Oct.  4, 1938 

m.  Janet  Rae  Siple  May  19, 1962 

TERRY  WAYNE  GROSSER  b.  Mar.  27, 1946 

m.  Anne  Marie  Alkire  Nov.  22, 1969 

SHARON  ANN  SOSBE  b.  Sept.  14, 1944 

m.  Kenneth  Lee  Southern  Sept.  21, 1963 

JEANNE  LYNN  WILSON  b.  Nov.  16, 1948 

m.  Samuel  Lewis  Aldridge  Mar.  18, 1966 

JACQUELYN  SUE  WILSON  b.  Mar.  26, 1950 

m.  Larry  Thomas  James  Oct.  20, 1969 

divorced  Mar.  1971 

MICHAEL  LAMONT  FREEMAN  b.  May  30, 1947 

m.  Linda  Kay  Dexter  Oct.  10, 1970 

JUDY  JO  FREEMAN  b.  Mar.  28, 1950 

NAOMI  FRANCES  FREEMAN  b.  Nov.  5, 1951 

m.  Garrison  David  Field  Mar.  20, 1970 

Garrison  David  Field  was  killed 

in  South  Vietnam  Sept.  13, 1970 

m.  John  Wright  Jul.  14, 1971 

GAIL  LYNN  ANDREWS  b.  Nov.  29, 1949 

m.  Michael  Lee  Shinely  June  7, 1969 

SHARON  JEAN  FRY  b.  Dec.  31, 1953 
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MELODIE  ELAINE  LEMING        b.  June  11, 1959 

LISA  KAY  LEMING  b.  May  19, 1961 

DENNIS  PAUL  JORDAN  b.  July  21, 1948 

VICKIE  SUE  JORDAN  b.  Oct.  15, 1951 

d.  Dec.  7, 1951 

JOYCE  DIANE  JORDAN  b.  Aug.  11, 1954 

ROBERT  JOSEPH  JORDAN  b.  May  12, 1960 

ALETHA  JANE  MILLER  b.  May  16, 1961 

DARLENE  KAY  HOWERTON         b.  May  21, 1953 

JANYCE  ELAINE  HOWERTON     b.  Apr.  25, 1955 

ELMER  F.  HOWERTON,  JR.  b.  Apr.  4, 1956 

KELLY  DIANE  H0W1ERT0N  b.  Aug.  13, 1960 
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GREAT  GRAND  CHILDREN  OF 
LETHA  MAY  BLACKBURN 

(Wells  -  Freeman  -  Miller) 

JEFF  WELLS  b.  Dec.  18, 1961 

DAWN  WELLS  b.  July  5, 1963 

TODD  WELLS  b.  Apr.  21, 1968 

WENDY  ELLEN  CAUBLE  b.  June  14, 1971 

CRAIG  DAVID  GROSSER  b.  Mar.  13, 1963 

CLARK  RICHARD  GROSSER  b.  Sept.  13, 1965 

CARRIE  IRENE  GROSSER  b.  Sept.  11, 1968 

MELODY  LYNN  SOUTHERN  b.  Apr.  30, 1965 

DANA  LEE  SOUTHERN  b.  Aug.  6, 1969 

HOLLY  SUSAN  ALDRIDGE  b.  Oct.  29, 1966 


[22] 


i 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

/  wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  following  persons, 
without  whose  aid  this  book  could  not  have  been  printed. 

Ann  Blackburn  McWhirt 
Rose  Miller  Best 
Juanita  Wells  Grosser 
Marguerite  Freeman  Wilson 

REFERENCE  MATERIAL: 

National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 
1  State  Library,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

County  Recorder's  Office:  Clinton  County 

I  County  Health  Departments: 

s  Clinton  County,  Tippecanoe  County,  Tipton  County 

i  Church  records  of  Liberty  Chapel  Baptist  Church, 

I  Groomsville,  Indiana 

Tombstone  readings  taken  at  Liberty  Chapel  Cemetery, 
Groomsville,  Indiana 

Information  given  by  Letha  Blackburn  Miller  in  1953 

Biographical  History  Illustrated, 

Montgomery  and  Adams  Counties,  Iowa; 

Lewis  Publishing  Co.  of  Chicago,  III.  1892,  page  297 

Peregrine  Family  History:  Paper  by  Homer  Peregrine  1950 


23 


6505    1 


